
 

  

Find the answer hidden 

somewhere small in this 

newsletter 

---------------------------- 

What type of garden allows 

30% more water to soak into 

the ground? 

Issue 

TWO ENVIRONMENT 

Consultation Drop-In 

Aamjiwnaang Environment 

Consultation Drop-in 

Greenhouse Update 

Species at Risk 

Hello Aamjiwnaang, 

Christine James and Courtney 

Jackson will be starting monthly 

drop-in at the  Community Centre to 

discuss current consultation items and 

looking for community feedback. 

August, 29, 2018 from 1-4 pm 

September 26, 2018  

from 1-4 pm 

 

AAMJIWNAANG FIRST NATION—Residents of Sarnia were surprised during a recent presentation about the 

depth and determination of their next-door neighbours’ work to monitor environmental hazards and improve 

living conditions. Sharilyn Johnston, Aamjiwnaang’s environmental coordinator, told the Green Drinks group of 

Sarnia that the First Nation is involved in a large number of projects, from monitoring air pollution from the 

chemical plants surrounding the community, to wildlife habitat restoration, to detailed consultation with industry 

and other proponents about new development. 

Johnston told the group that in recent years, Aamjiwnaang has been involved in protecting habitat for local 

reptile populations. Efforts include the creation of a “turtle garden” and securing habitat for the endangered 

Butler’s Gartersnake, along with working to restore a portion of the St. Clair River’s edge to natural condition to 

help with fishing access and encourage the spawning of various species.  She explained how the First Nation also 

has set up a greenhouse and rescues native plants from areas undergoing development with money donated by 

local industry.  The plants are then propagated and used to naturalize areas on and off the community’s land, as 

well as being sold to the public. 

Aamjiwnaang is also starting an air-monitoring program to catch “fugitive emissions” of the carcinogenic 

chemical benzene from local plants, Johnston added. The First Nation has partnered with the province and federal 

governments to create a website that provides the public with real-time air quality data for the area. The First 

Nation is also teaming up with agencies including the Ontario Ministry of the Environment in a health study to 

determine if the community is suffering from excessive levels of lung disease and cancers, and if those are due to 

industrial air pollution. 

There is local concern that the new government in Ontario may back away from some of the recent promises 

made by the previous government surrounding environmental work in the Aamjiwnaang-Sarnia area, Johnston 

told the group. Chief Joanne Rogers has drafted a letter to the new Environment minister “indicating we are still 

committed, we still have an interest, and we’re still looking at keeping the Ministry involved and accountable for 

the promises and commitments they made around the health study,” and other matters, she told the group at the 

Aamjiwnaang Community Centre. 

Explaining the consultation process, Johnston said her office is dealing with numerous industrial developments 

from across Aamjiwnaang’s traditional territory, stretching from Sarnia north along the Lake Huron shore to 

Goderich and inland beyond London to Woodstock. “People get nervous about consulting with us,” she told close 

to 40 guests, but “we just want you to come and talk to us, we’ll let you know what our concerns are”. 

Please contact us! 

978 Tashmoo Avenue (behind the 

Band Administration Building) 

Sarnia, ON N7T 7H5 

(519) 366-8410 

 

Like us on Facebook! 

Aamjiwnaang Environment 

www.aamjiwnaang.ca 

  

A Monthly Insight into Aamjiwnaang First Nation Environment Department 

Article continues on page 4 
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Aaamjiwnaang First Nation takes charge with 

environmental protection projects 
Posted on July 26, 2018 In Anishinabek, News 
 

http://anishinabeknews.ca/2018/07/26/aaamjiwnaang-first-nation-takes-charge-

with-environmental-protection-projects/  
 

Sharilyn Johnston, Aamjiwnaang’s environmental coordinator, shared with the 

Green Drinks group in Sarnia, ON, that the First Nation is involved in a large 

number of environmental projects. 

http://www.aamjiwnaang.ca/
http://anishinabeknews.ca/2018/07/26/aaamjiwnaang-first-nation-takes-charge-with-environmental-protection-projects/
http://anishinabeknews.ca/2018/07/26/aaamjiwnaang-first-nation-takes-charge-with-environmental-protection-projects/


 

  

rain falls.  Rain gardens are designed to mimic nature in an urban setting, increasing 

infiltration to native soils and removing pollutants prior to releasing surface runoff to the 

river.  Rain gardens can also provide an aesthetic landscape feature. 

Return the Landscape 
Aamjiwnaang First Nation has a working 

relationship with Return the Landscape. 

From the planning stages, to developing 

business proposal, Return the Landscape has 

be involved and has trained Kyle Williams 

(Greenhouse Technician) everything he 

needs to know to continue to operate a native 

plant nursery.  

Through partnership, contracts, dedicated 

volunteers and property owners, we have 

been able to sustain our operation and allow 

to continue to provide landscaping ideas to 

the community. 

>>> 

Maajiigin Gumig (Native Plant Greenhouse) 
is an ecology based social enterprise focusing 
on growing native plants for the 
Aamjiwnaang community and the Sarnia-
Lambton area. 

Aamjiwnaang Edible Trees 
In 2016, Aamjiwnaang First Nation was 

successful candidate for Trees Canada 

Grant. The purpose is to provide the 

community with fresh fruit from four 

locations within the First Nation. We are 

very excited to see the growth of some of 

the trees. Our Species at Risk team has been 

taking care of them and now seeing few 

apples.  
 

Locations: 

- Health Centre 

- Greenhouse 

- Seniors Complex 

- Behind the Daycare 

 

1972 Virgil Ave. 

Sarnia, ON 

(519) 336-8410 

Like us on Facebook: 

aamjiwnaang greenhouse - maajiigin 

gumig place where plants start to grow 

A place where plants start to grow >>> 

Native Plant Sales: 

Thursdays 8:30 - 5:30 &  

Saturdays 10:00 - 4:00 until October 

Everyone Welcome - Cash Only 

Address: 

1972 Virgil Avenue, Sarnia, ON N7T 7H5 

Stop by the greenhouse for your landscaping needs!! 

What is a Rain Garden? 

A rain garden is a shallow garden 

with enhanced soils and a rock 

reservoir designed to collect 

rainwater from roadways, parking lots 

or other hard surfaces.  They can be 

planted with a combination of shrubs, 

grasses and flowers. 

Rain gardens provide stormwater 

control at the source, or where the  

Photo credit: Tyler Kula (The Sarnia Observer) 

Why Rain Gardens? 

▪ Limit the amount of water that enters the storm sewer 

▪ Reduces the potential for flooding drainage problems and stream bank erosion by 

slowing the water down and reducing flow into the waterways 

▪ Removes pollutants that run from yards, parking lots and roads straight into the 

waterways 

▪ Restores and recharges groundwater 

▪ Are low maintenance. They are planted with beautiful, hardy plants that require little to 

no watering 

▪ Attracts birds, butterflies and beneficial insects, such as mosquito-consuming 

dragonflies 

▪ Enhance the beauty of the surrounding neighbourhood 

Consider building a Rain Garden at home. 

A rain garden only requires four elements: 

▪ A source of stormwater runoff, such as a downspout or sump pump discharge 

 
▪ An absorbent soil mix with lots of 

compost 

▪ Full or partial sun 

▪ Native plants that are both water-

tolerant and drought-tolerant. 

Properly constructed rain gardens 

are designed to allow overflow in 

a large rain event and hold 

standing water for no more than 

48 hours 

Please contact Kyle at the 

greenhouse! 

 

Photo credit: Return the Landscape 



 

  

 

 

  

As the First Peoples of this territory, we are intimately connected to our lands, water and 

resources. We have an inherent and sacred responsability to manage and protect our lands 

and resources. Our existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights, our perspectives, interests and 

obligations of stewardship must inform the development of any proposed project, which 

may potentially impact these rights. 

Scientific name:  Melanerpes erythrocephalus 

For more information: 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/red-headed-woodpecker  

“Special Concern” means 

the species lives in the 

wild in Ontario, is not 

endangered or threatened, 

but may become 

threatened or endangered 

due to a combination of 

biological characteristics 

and identified threats. 

Contact us! 
978 Tashmoo Ave. 

Sarnia, ON 

(519) 336-8410 

Like us on Facebook: 
s.o.s. aamjiwnaang #saveourspecies 

 

Follow us on Instagram: 

aamjiwnaangsos 

Where it lives 

The Red-headed Woodpecker lives in open 

woodland and woodland edges, and is often found 

in parks, golf courses and cemeteries. These areas 

typically have many dead trees, which the bird uses 

for nesting and perching. 

This woodpecker regularly winters in the United 

States, moving to locations where it can find 

sufficient acorns and beechnuts to eat. A few of 

these birds will stay the winter in woodlands in 

southern Ontario if there are adequate supplies of 

nuts. 

Where it’s been found in Ontario 

The Red-headed Woodpecker is found across 

southern Ontario, where it is widespread but rare. 

Outside Ontario, it lives in Alberta, Saskatchewan, 

Manitoba and Quebec, and is relatively common in 

the United States. 

What threatens it 

Red-headed Woodpecker populations have declined 

by more than 60 per cent in Ontario in the last 20 

years because of habitat loss due to forestry and 

agricultural. The removal of dead trees in which 

they nest is also believed to be a threat to these 

birds. 

 

Date added to the Species at Risk in Ontario List 

The Red-headed Woodpecker was already assessed as a species of special concern when the 

Endangered Species Act took effect in 2008. 

What it looks like 

The Red-headed Woodpecker is a medium-sized bird – about 20 centimetres long – easily 

recognized for its vivid red head, neck and breast. The rest of the bird is black and white, mostly 

white underneath and black on top. 

This woodpecker’s strong bill helps it dig holes in wood to find insects, its food source in the 

summer. In the winter, it eats nuts. 

Adults often return to the same nesting site year after year. Between May and June, females lay 

from three to seven eggs. Both parents incubate the eggs and then tend to the young. 

 

In 2017, the William’s Drive 

Habitat Enhancement Project for 

Butler’s Gartersnake initiated and 

removal of invasive species took 

place. During Spring 2018, the 

project re-introduced rare native 

grasses and flowers such as, 

Cordgrass, Indian Grass, Big and 

Little Bluestem. Flower species 

include, Dense Blazing Star, 

Colicroot, Butterfly Milkweed, 

Purple Coneflower, Ironweed and 

Wild Columbine. It has not been 

quite a year yet but the growth 

today will help bring back not 

only the Bulter’s Gartersnake but 

other species at that are 

endangered, threatened, or special 

concern for Species at Risk for 

Ontario. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/red-headed-woodpecker


 

 

REPORT POLLUTION & SPILLS >>> 

Spills Action Centre 
Ministry of the Environment Conservation and Parks (MECP) 

Spills Action Centre’s Toll Free Number: 1-800-268-6060 

Be prepared to indicate the following 

with regards to emission 

▪ Time of day and date 

▪ Wind direction if an odour, noise or 

air emission 

▪ Location of spill or emission & your 

location (e.g. if you see air emissions, 

identify the source if you can and your 

location when you saw it) 

▪ You will be asked to provide personal 

contact information, but you can 

report anonymously if you choose 

▪ You will be asked to explain how you 

have been adversely effected by the 

odour/noise. 

Inform MECP that you want to report a spill, and ensure that the agent on the 

phone is registering the information as a formal report.  

If you see visible emissions, spills in waterways or waste being improperly 

handled, report your concerns to the Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks (MECP). Reporting spills and pollution to the 

MECP and other government regulators helps create a public record of an 

issue and provides the evidence needed for a regulator to act. 

 

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 

Parks Investigations - Sarnia Area Investigative 

Activities  
 
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) 
Investigations and Enforcement Branch (IEB) are still currently 
investigating the three incidents where members of the Aamjiwnaang 
First Nation (AFN) have reported to the MECP. As part of the 
investigative process, members of IEB are seeking an opportunity to 
reach out to community members that are witnesses. In order to 
facilitate this investigative process, MECP is seeking the assistance of 
AFN Environment Committee to work collaboratively in locating and 
facilitating the interview of potential witnesses. Dates can be planned 
to interview witnesses at either the Ministry’s Sarnia District Office or 
at a central location selected by Aamjiwnaang First Nation. In addition, 
investigators can make themselves available to speak with witnesses at 
alternate dates if the selected dates are not conducive to the witness’s 
schedule. 
 

Witnesses are being sought in the following investigations:  
▪ Imperial Oil Ltd (February 23rd, 2017)  
▪ Shell (May 28th, 2017)  
▪ Suncor (March 15th, 2018)  

The Following Investigators assigned to the above cases are as 
follows: 
 

Imperial Oil Ltd: 
Shawn Howard  
Direct Line: 519-383-3791  
Email: shawn.howard@ontario.ca  
Shell Canada: 
Martin McConnochie 
Direct Line: 905-521-7649 
Email: martin.mcconnochie@ontario.ca  
Suncor: 
Mark Cruickshank 
Direct Line: 519-383-3790 
Email: mark.cruickshank@ontario.ca  

rain garden 

Aamjiwnaang staff or consultants will review work plans, conduct 

peer reviews, observe in the field, look for species at risk, or conduct 

archeological surveys, she explained.  Johnston and her four staff 

will sometimes try to improve or change developments to ensure 

wildlife corridors are created and to protect other aspects of the 

environment, she said. 

If a developer plans to consult Aamjiwnaang, then Johnston says 

to engage early because her department always consults with the 

community, and it sometimes “takes longer to make decisions in 

First Nation communities,” she explained to the audience. 

The community hopes to “create a meaningful relationship” with 

neighbouring industries through respect, inclusion, trust, and 

engagement.  That allows the consultation process to become “a 

catalyst for reconciliation,” she explained to the Green Drinks 

audience, a social networking group for people interested in 

environmental issues in the Sarnia area. 

Bev Takaoka, a retired process engineer who did environmental 

work for a Chemical Valley company was “really impressed with 

how involved” Aamjiwnaang is with environmental protection.  She 

was surprised by “the amount of work they’ve put in to create a 

parallel review process so they can work with industry…. and do a 

meaningful review” of development projects. 

During her working life, Takaoka said consultation with First 

Nations was “kind of a black box”, when a company would approach 

Aamjiwnaang with a project and expect an approval back right away. 

“There wasn’t a lot of to-and-fro.” 

She believes the kind of consultation process outlined by Johnston 

is much more complex today. 

Green Drinks organizer Monica Shepley said the group was 

excited to come to Aamjiwnaang to hear Johnston’s presentation and 

to visit the greenhouse.  She felt impressed to learn about how many 

environmental projects are going on in Aamjiwnaang. 

“I find it interesting they have paid staff doing this when the city 

doesn’t and the county doesn’t.  We have only volunteer 

committees,” says Shepley. 

Aamjiwnaang’s environment department has existed for just over 

10 years, Johnston said, and the large range of work going on is due 

to a strong commitment from the community. 

 
By Colin Graf 
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