
 

  

Riddle time! Find the 

answer hidden 

somewhere small in this 

newsletter 

Issue 

ONE ENVIRONMENT 

in this issue >>> 

Consultation Drop-In >>> 

Aamjiwnaang Environment 

Shoreline Update 

Greenhouse Update 

Species at Risk 

Emergency Management 

Hello Aamjiwnaang, 

Christine James and Courtney 

Jackson will be starting monthly 

drop-in at the  Community Centre to 

discuss current consultation items 

and looking for community 

feedback. 

August, 29, 2018 from 1-4 pm 

September 26, 2018 from 1-4 pm 

 

On June 6, 2018, The Environment Department 

hosted a Shoreline Information Meeting on the 

current designs and concepts for Aamjiwnaang 

Shoreline.  

The purpose of modification to our existing 

shoreline is so everyone can benefit and use the 

shoreline for their needs.  

We are awaiting quotes to start the expansion on the 

south pier. Work is anticipated to start in mid 

August. If you would like more information, please 

stop by the Environment Department and the staff 

can an provide concepts and answer any questions 

you may have.  

 

Please contact us! 
978 Tashmoo Avenue (behind the 

Band Administration Building) 

Sarnia, ON N7T 7H5 

(519) 366-8410 
 

Like us on Facebook! 

Aamjiwnaang Environment 

www.aamjiwnaang.ca  

  

Aamjiwnaang Shoreline Update 

A Monthly Insight into Aamjiwnaang First Nation Environment Department 

Making our shoreline accessible for all to enjoy. 

Department 

Why is Fish Habitat Important? 

Like all animals, fish need a healthy living space, or 

habitat, to survive, grow, and reproduce. The quality and 

quantity of fish habitat in a water body directly affects fish 

populations. Recent studies have improved our 

understanding of the relationships between fish 

populations and their habitats and have led to many 

successful fish habitat improvement projects. 

Anglers and biologists have long recognized that suitable 

fish habitat is an essential part of maintaining healthy fish 

populations. Many fish habitats have been harmed to the 

point where fish populations cannot recover on their own 

without help. 

Creating and Restoring Habitat 

Habitat restoration and creation is a major priority in the 

St. Clair River Area of Concern.  In particular, the creation 

of wetlands and riparian buffers along the St. Clair River 

tributaries has been the focus of many recent projects. 

http://www.aamjiwnaang.ca/


 

  

The importance of Native Plants 

and why we do plant recues 
We work with builders, developers and 

land owners, to rescue native plants that 

would be impacted/destroyed during 

building and development. 

It’s important to conserve and restore our 

rich diversity of our native flora and 

fauna plant species in and around 

Aamjiwnaang First Nation. After a plant 

rescue, we take plants back to the 

greenhouse and repot them. We then 

make the rescued plants available for 

residential and commercial landscaping, 

with the goal of increasing the overall 

ecological health in the region. 

Training and Volunteer 

Opportunities 

Maajiigin Gamig will offer 

work/volunteer placement 

opportunities as well as 

field placement 

opportunities for 

individuals seeking 

employment preparation 

and natural landscape/plant 

propagation experience. 

Training programs and 

workshops will be offered 

throughout the year.  Please 

watch for postings in the 

local Tribune and Facebook 

site.  

Possible workshops: 

▪ Cultural Teachings 

▪ Seed collection 

▪ Native Plant Rescue 

▪ Identification of Native 

Plants 

▪ Tall grass prairies  

▪ Traditional Medicinal 

Plants 

▪ Restoration Projects & 

Habitat Compensation 

Plans 

▪ Etc. 

>>> 

Annoyomus review: 

“I just stopped in, May 2018, and picked up a ton of amazing 

plants. Justin and Kyle were incredibly helpful in finding and 

selecting plants for my new tallgrass prairie garden and rain 

garden. Thanks again guys.” 

Brady Medeiros (left) and Matt White (right) 

Welcome our Greenhouse 

Summer Students!! 

Brady Medeiros 

Hello, my name is Brady Medeiros and I am 

a summer student working at the Maajiigin 

Gumig Greenhouse this summer. I love 

spending my time outdoors and enjoy 

working in my community to maintain the 

Greenhouse. 

 

Matt White 

Hello, my name is Matt White. I am a 

summer student at the Maajiigin Gumig 

Greenhouse. I have an innate interest in 

plants and wildlife conservation, which 

makes this position quite suitable for me.  

 

1972 Virgil Ave. 

Sarnia, ON 

(519) 336-8410 

Like us on Facebook: 

aamjiwnaang greenhouse - maajiigin 

gumig place where plants start to grow 

A place where plants start to grow >>> 

Native Plant Sales: 

Thursdays 8:30 - 5:30 &  

Saturdays 10:00 - 4:00 until October 

Everyone Welcome - Cash Only 

Address: 

1972 Virgil Avenue, Sarnia, ON N7T 7H5 

Stop by the greenhouse for your landscaping needs!! 

The greenhouse has been in operation since 2015 and  

was developed to operate native plant/tree growing 

program for the Aamjiwnaang First Nation Community. 

The demand for native plants has been increasing with 

the growing number of restoration projects and 

programs. Woodland species, specifically are quite 

valuable as they are more difficult to grow in a typical 

greenhouse setting. This is where Aamjiwnaang has the 

greatest opportunity as the woodlands that are slated for 

development are full of valuable species that can easily 

be rescued, propagated and potted up for sale. This is an 

ongoing activity that can offer employment to local 

residents well into the future. 

Collecting seed and propagating rescued native 

plants by division. Aamjiwnaang First Nation is home to 

the largest natural area in the City of Sarnia. With this 

rich, diverse Natural space, Aamjiwnaang has a very 

good position to sustainable seed collection program to 

be used in developing a large selection of native plant 

species that could be commercially used in small and 

large scale ecological restoration projects, as well as 

being sold in plant nurseries in the Sarnia-Lambton area. 



 

  

 

 

  

Aanii Boozhoo my name is Brennan 

Williams I have been given the job to 

be one of Aamjiwnaang's Spieces at 

Risk Technician for our Environment 

Department. I travel our bushes and 

shoreline's searching for snakes, 

turtles, and other species on the 

endangered list. Saving 

Aamjiwnaang one snake at a time. I 

would like to Thank Aamjiwnaang 

for the job opportunity and I would 

also like to Thank Dennis Plain for 

sharing his knowledge of our Species 

around our land. 

As the First Peoples of this territory, we are intimately connected to our lands, water and 

resources. We have an inherent and sacred response ability to manage and protect our 

lands and resources. Our existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights, our perspectives, interests 

and obligations of stewardship must inform the development of any proposed project, 

which may potentially impact these rights. 

Butler’s Garter snakes are an 

“endangered” species, meaning that 

the species lives in the wild but is 

facing imminent extinction. The 

species was already assessed as 

endangered when the Endangered 

Species Act took effect in 2008.  

Aamjiwnaang, has it own distinct 

population  and we are doing our 

best to ensure their habitat on 

mother earth is protected. It is our 

duty as stewards of the land. 

An endangered 

species is a species 

which has been 

categorized as very 

likely to become 

extinct. 

978 Tashmoo Ave. 

Sarnia, ON 

(519) 336-8410 

Like us on Facebook: 

s.o.s. aamjiwnaang #saveourspecies 

Hello, my name is Clarence 

Yellowman. I have been hired on 

Aamjiwnaang’s Species At Risk 

assistant and I would like to thank 

AFN for this opportunity this summer. 

#saveourspecies 

During the fall of 2014, we assisted Queens University 

and the University of Waterloo with DNA sampling. 

The tests were done to connect species from other 

regions of Ontario. Turns out, Aamjiwnaang Butler’s 

have a completely isolated DNA. Meaning; 

Aamjiwnaang has it’s own special species of snake that 

differs from other Butler’s Garter snakes in Ontario and 

beyond!  

Butler’s Garter snakes are very selective when it comes 

to habitat. They prefer wet and moist terrain where 

earthworms, leeches, slugs, frogs, salamanders and 

other small insects are commonly found. 

The most significant threat to the Butler’s Garter snake 

is the loss of tallgrass prairie due to urbanized 

development in the areas where this species exists. 

Habitat fragmentation is another major threat as this 

sedentary snake is unlikely to cross large tracts of land. 

Road mortality is also a concern facing the snake. 

Please watch for snake and other species while on the 

road. Miigwech! 



 

An emergency exercise is being 

planned for Aamjiwnaang First 

Nation. Roles and responsibilities of 

the Aamjiwnaang Emergency 

Control Group will be exercised as 

part of this event. Discussions at the 

planning meetings will determine 

whether a live exercise or table top 

exercise will occur, as well as areas 

that could be affected. The exercise is 

being planned for late Fall 2018. 

 

 

REPORT POLLUTION & SPILLS >>> 

Spills Action Centre 
Ministry of the Environment Conservation and Parks (MECP) 

The Ministry of the Environment and 

Climate Change has been renamed to 

Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks in June 2018. The 

Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks  (MECP)works to 

protect and sustain the quality of Ontario’s 

air, land, and water. We also coordinate 

Ontario’s actions on climate change in the 

name of healthier communities, ecological 

protection and economic prosperity. 

change... Name 

Spills Action Centre’s Toll Free Number: 1-800-268-6060 

Be prepared to indicate the following 

with regards to emission 

▪ Time of day and date 

▪ Wind direction if an odour, noise or 

air emission 

▪ Location of spill or emission & your 

location (e.g. if you see air emissions, 

identify the source if you can and your 

location when you saw it) 

▪ You will be asked to provide personal 

contact information, but you can 

report anonymously if you choose 

▪ You will be asked to explain how you 

have been adversely effected by the 

odour/noise. 

Inform MECP that you want to report a spill, and ensure that the agent on the 

phone is registering the information as a formal report.  

If you see visible emissions, spills in waterways or waste being improperly 

handled, report your concerns to the Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks (MECP). Reporting spills and pollution to the 

MECP and other government regulators helps create a public record of an 

issue and provides the evidence needed for a regulator to act. 

 

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 

Parks Investigations - Sarnia Area Investigative 

Activities  
 
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) 

Investigations and Enforcement Branch (IEB) are still currently 

investigating the three incidents where members of the Aamjiwnaang 

First Nation (AFN) have reported to the MECP. As part of the 

investigative process, members of IEB are seeking an opportunity to 

reach out to community members that are witnesses. In order to 

facilitate this investigative process, MECP is seeking the assistance of 

AFN Environment Committee to work collaboratively in locating and 

facilitating the interview of potential witnesses. Dates can be planned 

to interview witnesses at either the Ministry’s Sarnia District Office or 

at a central location selected by Aamjiwnaang First Nation. In addition, 

investigators can make themselves available to speak with witnesses at 

alternate dates if the selected dates are not conducive to the witness’s 

schedule. 

 

Witnesses are being sought in the following investigations:  

▪ Imperial Oil Ltd (February 23rd, 2017)  

▪ Shell (May 28th, 2017)  

▪ Suncor (March 15th, 2018)  

The Following Investigators assigned to the above cases are as 

follows: 

Imperial Oil Ltd: 

Shawn Howard  

Direct Line: 519-383-3791  

Email: shawn.howard@ontario.ca  

Shell Canada: 

Martin McConnochie 

Direct Line: 905-521-7649 

Email: martin.mcconnochie@ontario.ca  

Suncor: 

Mark Cruickshank 

Direct Line: 519-383-3790 

Email: mark.cruickshank@ontario.ca  

mailto:shawn.howard@ontario.ca
mailto:martin.mcconnochie@ontario.ca
mailto:mark.cruickshank@ontario.ca

